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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, OTRA, SV, SU, NO 

SUBJECT: SOVIETS REPLY TO NORWAY ON SVALBARD WIVES ISSUE 

REFS: (A) OSLO 303, (B) OSLO 0226, (C) OSLO 0156 

SUMMARY: NORWEGIANS HAVE RECEIVED NOTE FROM SOVIETS 
EXPRESSING SURPRISE THAT NORWEGIANS SAY WIVES ARE NOT 
ALLOWED TO JOIN AIRPORT PERSONNEL AT SVALBARD, SINCE 
SOVIETS NEVER UNDERSTOOD THAT FAMILIES WERE TO BE 
EXCLUDED. THEY EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO RENT MORE 
LIVING SPACE THERE IF NECESSARY TO ACCOMMODATE FAMILIES. 
NORWEGIANS ARE FINDING ISSUE MORE COMPLEX THAN THEY 
INITIALLY EXPECTED AND ARE MEETING DURING NEXT FEW 
DAYS TO DECIDE HOW TO REPLY TO SOVIET NOTE. END SUMMARY 

1 . NORWEGIAN CIVIL AIR DIRECTORATE RECEIVED NOTE 
FROM AEROFLOT JAN 27 EXPRESSING SURPRISE THAT NORWE- 
GIANS ARE RAISING PRESENCE ON SVALBARD OF WIVES OF 
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SOVIET AIRPORT PERSONNEL AS A PROBLEM. ACCORDING FONOFF 
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PLAR ADISOR BUCHER-JOHANNESSEN, AEROFLOT OFFICIALS 
SAY THAT DURING THEIR NEGOTIATIONS WITH NORWEGIANS 
FOR RENTAL OF APARTMENTS NORWEGIANS DID NOT SAY 
FAMILIES COULD NOT COME. NOTE SAYS THAT NORWEGIAN 
CIVIL AIR DIRECTORATE AUTHORITIES SAID ONLY THAT 
BECAUSE OF SHORTAGE OF APARTMENTS ON SVALBARD, AEROFLOT 
COULD RENT NO MORE SPACE THAN THAT PROVIDED IN CON- 
TRACT. SOVIETS SAY THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND 
THIS MEANT FAMILIES WERE TO BE EXCLUDED, AND THEY 
ARE SURPRISED THAT NORWEGIANS ARE NOW USING THE 
CONTRACT TO PREVENT FAMILIES FROM COMING TO 
SVALBARD. NOTE SAYS THAT BECAUSE OF ISLOATION OF 
SOVIET PERSONNEL IN NORWEGIAN COMMUNITY ON SVALBARD 
IT IS UNACCEPTABLE THAT THEIR FAMILIES CANNOT BE 
WITH THEM, AND IT ADDS THAT AEROFLOT IS WILLING TO 
SIGN A NEW AGREEMENT TO RENT LARGER APARTMENTS SO 
THAT FAMILIES CAN BE THERE. 

2. BUCHER-JOHANNESSEN SAYS SOVIET REPLY MAKES ISSUE 
MORE COMPLICATED THAN NORWEGIANS ORIGINALLY THOUGHT. 
THOUGH THE AGREEMENT SPECIFIES FIVE TO SIX SOVIET 
EMPLOYEES AT THE AIRPORT. IT DOES NOT REFER TO TOTAL 
NUMBER OF SOVIETS, INCLUDING FAMILIES (WHICH NOW AP- 
PEARS TO BE A MAJOR OVERSIGHT OF NORWEGIAN NEGOTIA- 
TORS) AND HE BELIEVES THERE WILL BE SOME SYMPATHY AMONG 
NORWEGIANS TO ALLOW SOME FAMILIES TO ACCOMPANY AIRPORT 
PERSONNEL. ON THE OTHER HAND, NORWEGIANS ON SVALBARD 
FEEL THAT SOVIETS SHOULD NOT GET PRIVILEGES THEY 

DO NOT RECEIVE AND SYSSELMANN ELDRING HAS STATED 
VERY CLEARLY THAT HE FEELS GOVERNMENT CANNOT GIVE 
IN TO SOVIETS ON THIS ISSUE. 

3. BUCHER-JOHANNESSEN SAYS NORWEGIANS WILL MEET DURING 
NEXT FEW DAYS, AND HOPEFULLY BY EARLY NEXT WEEK THEY 
WILL REACH AGREEMENT ON COURSE OF ACTION AND REPLY TO 
AEROFLOT NOTE. HE SAYS THERE HAS NOT YET BEEN ANY 
FORMAL CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES OTHER THAN 
EARLIER POSITION FOR ADHERING STRICTLY TO TERMS OF 
AGREEMENT, THAT IS FIVE OR SIX PERSONNEL AT THE AIR- 
PORT AND NO WIVES. BUT ONE ALTERNATIVE WHICH WILL BE 
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CONSIDERED IS POSSIBILITY OF GETTING SOVIETS TO 

CUT DOWN ON AIRPORT EMPLOYEES IN EXCHANGE FOR PRESENCE 

OF THEIR FAMILIES. THIS WOULD REDUCE EXCESSIVE NUMBER 

OF EMPLOYEES AND MIGHT BE UNDERSTOOD BY 

NORWEGIAN POPULATION ON SVALBARD. 

BYRNE 
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